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consisting of *3QO men, under the influence of
stimulants, were so daring as to charge the Scotch
Brigade. Luckily I perceived their intention, and
ordered the men to get ready, but not to fire till
they came quite close. There was no time to
call to the commanding officer, for the horse
broke out from the jungle in the moment I had
got the troops ready, when I gave the words
6 Present' and * Fire/ so opportunely, that about
forty men and horses fell within twenty yards
of us. One man was bayoneted by the grenadier
company,, and another cut through it close to
me, the rest wheeling to their right, galloped
along four or five regiments, and sustained their
whole fire, without a man falling.

" The right wing now moved on in tolerable
line, both the horse and infantry running be-
fore us much too fast for us to catch them; and
here I may say the engagement with the right
wing ended, although we followed them with a
cannonade near two miles. We now halted, and
remained a considerable time on the ground in
search of water, but none of any consequence
being found, I determined to fall back to Malla-
velly. But while waiting to see if attempts would
be made to annoy the rear, a party of infantry
began to appear from a jungle in front of our
right, and whilst doubting what they were, we saw
a body we knew must be our picquets, under Co-
lonel Sherbroolie, and the 25th Dragoons, under